S***************************************************************************

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost

August 16, 2026

Please listen in silence to the music of the Lord.
PRELUDE                "Sweet Hour of Prayer”  arr: Jack Schrader

WELCOME / JOYS AND CONCERNS

INTROIT                                                                          Piano

CALL TO WORSHIP   (a Celtic blessing)  

L:     Come, let us worship the God who is before us, beside 

        us, and within us.

C:    We come with open hearts, seeking the presence of 

       God.

L:     In the beauty of creation, God speaks.

C:    In the stillness of our hearts, God is near.

L:    In Christ, the light shines upon our path.

C:    We will walk in that light, trusting where God leads.

L:    Come, let us worship the One who holds all things in 

       love.

C:   With grateful hearts, we worship God.  

OPENING PRAYER

*HYMN     "Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven"           #16

CONFESSION OF SIN

L:   Let us confess our sin to God, trusting in the all-sufficient grace of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

All:  Holy and gracious God, we are half-hearted creatures, chasing after things that will never satisfy, and neglecting those things that promise life.  Forgive our lack of faith, and our sins, known and unknown.  Kindle in us a more vibrant faith, that our lives may bless you and this world.  Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

L:    God is faithful and good.  He loves and forgives.  In Christ we are invited and empowered to live a new life.  

C:    We are a new creation in Christ!  Let it be so!   

SCRIPTURE  Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32   God’s mercy to all, Jew and Gentile    

R:  
The Word of the Lord.

C:  
Thanks be to God.  

CHILDREN’S MOMENT   
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
OFFERTORY SOLO    “Light Up the Sky”                Mosie Lister

Wendy Wilcox

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below: Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
*HYMN          "Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee”              #225

SERMON TEXT            Matthew 15:21-28

SERMON       "The Faith That Surprised Jesus”     Doug Hearn

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.    

  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is 

  in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

  forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

  against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

  deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

  power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN  “Christ for the World We Sing”   #295

SENDING AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE                          "Grace Alone”                    Jeff Nelson

Pastor: Rev. Rick Miller

Guest Speaker: Doug Hearn

Organist, Pianist, and Choir Director: Ralph W. Farrar

Ushers: Gary Carnes and Carolee Corbitt

Scripture Reader:  Gary Loll

Children’s Moment: Jason Lutgen
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Worship Service 10:00am.

Bible Study will resume Sept. 10 at 1:00pm\

Remember your canned foods for our baskets this month.

The United Church of Christ of Jamestown

70 McKinley Ave., Jamestown, N. Y. 14701

On Facebook at pilgrimfirstucc.

(716) 483-9665      Church Office

(716) 969-4826      Pastor’s Cell Phone

Our website is: www.pilgrimmemorialucc.org
We extend a warm welcome to our guests and visitors.   
The People of the United Church of Christ in Jamestown Welcome You
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Matthew 11: 28




Ministers: Each one of us in the congregation made up of

First Congregational Church and Pilgrim Memorial Church 
