**************************************************************************

Third Sunday in Lent

March 8, 2026

Please listen in silence to the music of the Lord.
PRELUDE  “Trust in His Steadfast Love”   Donald lee Moore
WELCOME/JOYS AND CONCERNS

INTROIT                                                                                  Choir

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 (Psalm 95:1-3)

L:   Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord. 

P:   Let us shout aloud to the Rock of our Salvation.
L:    Let us come before him with thanksgiving; with music and song.

P:   For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods.  
OPENING PRAYER

*HYMN          "O, for a Closer Walk With God”               #350                       

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

L:  Trusting in God’s steadfast love, let us confess our sin.

All:  Glorious God, you are all wisdom and a lamp to our feet, yet we fail to listen to you and neglect to follow your guidance.  Forgive us, heal us, and lead us on, that we may walk in your ways, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen   (Silent prayer)

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

L:  Hear the good news: God answers and forgives.  His mercy endures forever. 

All:  The promise gives us peace and joy; let us be people that share that joy and peace with each other.  Amen.  

ANTHEM                  “Love Unmeasured”           Lloyd Larson

SCRIPTURE Reader:  Nancy Crites
   Hebrew Lesson
Exodus 17:1-7   

   Epistle Lesson
Romans 5:1-11   

The Word of the Lord


Thanks be to God.  
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  (If there are children present)

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY                "Offertory Prayer”              Ralph Farrar

*DOXOLOGY   
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

*HYMN                     "Fairest Lord Jesus”                        #227

Gospel Lesson:
John 4:7-15, 19-26, 28-30, 39-42  Jesus 

        and the Samaritan woman

SERMON “What If Mercy Is What Holds Us Together?”  Doug 

                                                                                     Hearn 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.    

  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is 

  in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

  forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

  against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

  deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

  power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

*HYMN             "Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”            #353

SENDING AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE "Chorale: Open Thou Holy Portals”  Arr: A. Schreiner

Pastor: Rev. Rick Miller

Guest Speaker: Doug Hearn

Organist, Pianist, and Choir Director: Ralph W. Farrar

Ushers: Gary Carnes and Carolee Corbitt

Announcements

Worship Service 10:45am.

Bible Study: Thursday at 1:00pm
Choir Practice Thursday at 7:00pm
Thank you to Doug Hearn for leading us today.

Women’s Group meets today.

The next church dinner is Friday, March 13 at 6pm at the Main Landing. Please sign up today if you plan to go.

St. Susan Basket Fair will be at the Fluvanna Community Church again this year. The date is Saturday, March 28 at 11:00am. The drawings begin at 2:00pm. Please have your items here by next Sunday. 

We are still donating $5 Tim Horton Gift Cards to UCAN City Mission. 

There are envelopes in today’s bulletin and will be in next week’s bulletin for our One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering. Remember, if you are writing a check, make it out to Pilgrim Memorial UCC.

Deacons and Trustees meet next week.

The People of the United Church of Christ in Jamestown Welcome You


Ministers: Each one of us in the congregation made up of First Congregational Church and Pilgrim Memorial Church 
The United Church of Christ of Jamestown

70 McKinley Ave.

On Facebook at pilgrimfirstucc.

We extend a Jamestown, NY 14701

(716) 483-9665      Church Office

(716) 969-4826      Pastor’s Cell Phone

Our website is: www.pilgrimmemorialucc.org
Please join us warm welcome to our guests and visitors.  
