***************************************************************************

Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 15, 2026

Please listen in silence to the music of the Lord.
PRELUDE                           “Canzona”                Gordon Young

WELCOME / JOYS AND CONCERNS

INTROIT 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 (Psalm 95:1-3)

L:   Come, let us gather in the presence of God.

P:   We come with hope, seeking God’s grace.

L:   God is our refuge and strength.

P:   God is our help in every time of need.

L:   Let us open our hearts to the Lord.

P:   We come to worship God with gratitude and joy.  

OPENING PRAYER

*HYMN             "Before the Cross of Jesus"                     #161                

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

L:  Trusting in the mercy of our Good Shepherd, let us confess our sin.

All:  Shepherd of our souls, we confess that we are often fearful and foolish.  We fail to hear and heed your voice.  Prone to wander, Lord, we feel it; prone to leave the God we love. Forgive, save, and lead us in the way of peace.  Amen   (Silent prayer)

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

L:  Hear the good news: the Lamb of God takes away the sin of the world.   

All:  We rejoice, trusting his unfailing love.  Amen.    

ANTHEM              "The Path to Calvary"        Roger C. Wilson

SCRIPTURE                    Psalm 23 

                 The Word of the Lord

                             Thanks be to God.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  (If there are children present)

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY           "Trumpet Voluntary"          Gordon Young

*DOXOLOGY   
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

*HYMN        “In Christ There is No East or West"             #414

SCRIPTURE   
John 9:1-41
 
SERMON :  “From Distance to Light” Rev. Julie Challingsworth

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.    

  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is 

  in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

  forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

  against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

  deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

  power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

*HYMN            "In the Cross of Christ I Glory"              #157

SENDING AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE                “Postludium"             Gordon Young

Pastor: Rev. Rick Miller

Guest Speaker: Rev. Julie Challingsworth

Organist, Pianist, and Choir Director: Ralph W. Farrar

Liturgist: Jeff Carlson

Scripture: Gary Loll

Ushers: Gary Carnes and Carolee Corbitt

Announcements

Worship Service 10:45am.

Bible Study: Thursday at 1:00pm
Choir Practice Thursday at 7:00pm
Thank you to Rev. Julie Challingsworth for leading us today.

Deacons and Trustees meet today.

St. Susan Basket Fair will be at the Fluvanna Community Church again this year. The date is Saturday, March 28 at 11:00am. The drawings begin at 2:00pm. 

We are still donating $5 Tim Horton Gift Cards to UCAN City Mission. 

There are envelopes in today’s bulletin for our One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering. Remember, if you are writing a check, make it out to Pilgrim Memorial UCC.

Hopping Down the Bunny Trail is Sunday March 29 from 5:30-6:30. Plan to be here by 5:10pm in the parking lot. Please sign the sheet on the back table in the sanctuary. We need cars.

There is also a signup sheet for scripture readers. Please fill in the blanks.

The People of the United Church of Christ in Jamestown Welcome You


Ministers: Each one of us in the congregation made up of First Congregational Church and Pilgrim Memorial Church
There is a container in the back of the sanctuary for bottles of hair conditioner if you would like to contribute one. They go to ARISE through the Women’s group.

COMING UP

Thursday, April 2: Maundy Thursday Service and Communion at 7:00pm. Choir will practice after the service.

Sunday, April 5: Easter – Breakfast will be served at 9:30am. The Easter Service will follow at 10:45am.

April 12: Deacons and Trustees meet.

April 19; Board Meeting and Coffee Hour.

**April 25 The SPAGHETTI DINNER and BAKE SALE. Remember to sign up for helping and for baked goods.

The United Church of Christ of Jamestown

70 McKinley Ave., Jamestown, N. Y. 14701

On Facebook at pilgrimfirstucc.

(716) 483-9665      Church Office

(716) 969-4826      Pastor’s Cell Phone

Our website is: www.pilgrimmemorialucc.org
We extend a warm welcome to our guests and visitors.   
