***************************************************************************

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Ascension sunday

May 17, 2026

Please listen in silence to the music of the Lord.
PRELUDE “My Faith Looks Up to Thee/Savior Again”  Mason, Hopkins,  arranged by Ralph Farrar

WELCOME / JOYS AND CONCERNS

INTROIT                                                                          Choir

CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:     Lift up your hearts to the One who gives life and glory.

P:     We come to worship God, who is present with us always.

L:     Jesus prayed that we may know God’s love and truth.

P:     We gather as one people, held together in Christ.

L:      Come, let us worship with joy and thanksgiving.

P:      Let us glorify God in all we say and do.  Amen.  
OPENING PRAYER

*HYMN                        “In The Garden”                           Insert

CONFESSION OF SIN

L:
Let us come before God with humble hearts.

P: 
Merciful God, we confess that we have not always loved you with our whole heart, nor loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have held onto fear instead of trust, spoken when we should have listened, and turned away from the needs of others. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us by your Spirit, that we may walk in your ways with compassion, courage, and peace. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

L:
Hear the good news: God’s mercy is greater than our sin.  In Christ we are forgiven, loved, and made new.  

P:
Let us walk in peace, and live as people of grace and hope.  Amen.   

ANTHEM               “How Great Thou Art”         Stuart K. Hine

Soloist: Gary Loll

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   (For children and/or the young at heart) 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
OFFERTORY MUSIC  Pastorale On “In the Cross”   Arr: Jane Linker
*DOXOLOGY   Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise him, all creatures here below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
SCRIPTURE   
Genesis 31:22-32    Jacob wrestles with God

John 17:1-11     Christ’s prayer for his disciples

R:  The Word of the Lord.

P:  Thanks be to God.  

*GLORIA PATRI   Glory be to the Father,

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

   as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,

   world without end. Amen, amen. 

*HYMN       “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life”     #423

SERMON  “Stay in the Arena” Guest Speaker:  Matt Kindberg   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.    

  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is 

  in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

  forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

  against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

  deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

  power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name"   #195


SENDING AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE “If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee" A. Schreiner

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Worship Service 10:45am.

Bible Study: Thursday at 1:00pm
Choir Practice Thursday at 7:00pm
Today and next Sunday we will be collecting for the Strengthen the Church Special Mission Offering. Envelopes are in your bulletin.

The Board Meeting will be May 24.

We will be having lunch and cake for Georgia Hiller’s 100th Birthday after church today. Please join us.
Pastor/Liturgist: Rev. Rick Miller

Guest Speaker: Matt Kindberg

Organist, Pianist, and Choir Director: Ralph W. Farrar

Ushers: Gary Carnes and Carolee Corbitt

Scripture Reader: Kath Centi

Children's Message: Jason Lutgen

The People of the United Church of Christ in Jamestown Welcome You


Ministers: Each one of us in the congregation made up of

First Congregational Church and Pilgrim Memorial Church
The United Church of Christ of Jamestown

70 McKinley Ave., Jamestown, N. Y. 14701

On Facebook at pilgrimfirstucc.

(716) 483-9665      Church Office

(716) 969-4826      Pastor’s Cell Phone

Our website is: www.pilgrimmemorialucc.org
We extend a warm welcome to our guests and visitors.   
