***************************************************************************

Fourth Sunday in Advent

December 21, 2025

Please listen in silence to the music of the Lord.
PRELUDE                     "Away in a Manger"          Arr: Janet Linker
WELCOME / JOYS AND CONCERNS

INTROIT  

CALL TO WORSHIP 


The days are surely coming, says our God, when love will be revealed and grace will dwell among us.

We come longing for that love, seeking mercy that embraces and restores.

In a world divided and afraid, God invites us to open our hearts to compassion and hope.   

We gather to prepare the way of the Lord.

Come, people of God, for the One who promises is faithful.

We worship with love in our hearts, trusting that Christ is coming.  

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING   -   LOVE                   (in unison)  


Christ, be our light.  Shine in our hearts.  

Shine in your church.  Shine in the world. 

OPENING PRAYER

*HYMN             “On This Day Earth Shall Ring”             #136   

SCRIPTURES 
       Isaiah 7:10-16; Matthew 1:18-25


             The Word of the Lord


                Thanks be to God.  
ANTHEM                         “Star of Advent”             Pepper Choplin

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                     Jason Lutgen

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY MUSIC  “Quiet Night, Wondrous Sight” by   

                         Nancy Price & Don Besig

Duet: Gary Loll & Wendy Wilcox

*DOXOLOGY   
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

ANTHEM  “Child Jesus Comes from Heavenly Height”

George Blake

*HYMN                   “Away in a Manger”                      #137
SERMON          “Immanuel – God With Us”       Pastor Rick

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.    

  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is 

  in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

  forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

  against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

  deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

  power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN     "What Child is This?”                    #140

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE          “Joy to the World”  Arr: Albin Whitworth

Pastor: Rev. Rick Miller 

Organist, Pianist, and Choir Director: Ralph W. Farrar

Scripture Reader: Kath Centi

Ushers: Gary Carnes and Carolee Corbitt

Candle Lighters: 

Announcements

Worship Service 10:45am.

Choir Practice Thursday at 7:00pm
Board Meeting and Coffee Hour today.
Today is our Christmas Fund Special Offering. Please give generously to help retired pastors and their families.

The poinsettias are $9. Give the money to Diane Nelson.
Remember…It’s that time of year to start thinking about those Annual Reports.

The United Church of Christ of Jamestown

70 McKinley Ave.

On Facebook at pilgrimfirstucc.

We extend a Jamestown, NY 14701

(716) 483-9665      Church Office

(716) 969-4826      Pastor’s Cell Phone

Our website is: www.pilgrimmeorialucc.org
Please join us warm welcome to our guests and visitors.
