***************************************************************************

Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost

August 23, 2026

Please listen in silence to the music of the Lord.
PRELUDE              “I’d Rather Have Jesus”   arr: Marilyn Hamm

WELCOME / JOYS AND CONCERNS

INTROIT                                                                          Piano

CALL TO WORSHIP   (Psalm 138)  

L:     We give thanks to you, O God, with our whole hearts.

C:     We will sing your praises, for you are faithful and loving.

L:     Though we may walk through trouble, you do not abandon us.

C:    Your steadfast love endures forever.

L:     You strengthen us and make us bold when we are afraid.

C:    The work of your hands will not be forgotten.

L:     Let us worship the God who hears our prayers and walks with us.

C:    We give thanks to God, whose love endures forever!  

OPENING PRAYER

*HYMN         "All Creatures of Our God and King”             #64

CONFESSION OF SIN

L:     God’s love endures forever.  He freely forgives.  Let us 

        confess anything and everything that gets in the way of 

        our relationship to him and each other.    

All:  Holy and loving God, you made us for relationship with you and each other.  We confess that sin hinders our relationship with you, and causes harm to our earthly relationships.  Help us to recognize when we fail, and to turn from those things that prevent us from enjoying the beloved community you intend for us.  Increase in us faith, hope, and love.  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

L:    The steadfast love of the Lord endures forever.  He heals 

       and he forgives. May you be free to love and serve God 

       and others.  

C:   Glory to God who makes all things new, even us! 

SCRIPTURE Romans 12:1-8 One body in Christ, with gifts that differ 

R:  
The Word of the Lord.

C:  
Thanks be to God.  

CHILDREN’S MOMENT   
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
OFFERTORY SOLO  “There is a Savior” Farrell, Helvering, & Nelson

Donald Nelson

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below: Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
*HYMN             “God Moves in a Mysterious Way"           #87

SERMON TEXT  Matthew 16:13-20 The profession of Peter’s faith
SERMON    "The Faith That Builds the Church”     Doug Hearn

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.    

  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is 

  in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

  forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

  against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

  deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

  power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN     “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me”                  #213

SENDING AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE                            "Adagio”                                 J. S. Bach

Pastor: Rev. Rick Miller

Liturgist: Wendy Wilcox

Guest Speaker: Doug Hearn

Organist, Pianist, and Choir Director: Ralph W. Farrar

Ushers: Gary Carnes and Carolee Corbitt

Scripture Reader: ??

Children’s Moment: Jason Lutgen
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Worship Service 10:00am.

Bible Study will resume Sept. 10 at 1:00pm

Remember your canned foods for our baskets this month.

Thank you, Doug, for leading us again today.

Thank you to everyone who helped our friend Jason.

The United Church of Christ of Jamestown

70 McKinley Ave., Jamestown, N. Y. 14701

On Facebook at pilgrimfirstucc.

(716) 483-9665      Church Office

(716) 969-4826      Pastor’s Cell Phone

Our website is: www.pilgrimmemorialucc.org
We extend a warm welcome to our guests and visitors.   
The People of the United Church of Christ in Jamestown Welcome You
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Ministers: Each one of us in the congregation made up of First Congregational Church and Pilgrim Memorial Church   
