***************************************************************************

Third Sunday in Advent

December 14, 2025

Please listen in silence to the music of the Lord.
PRELUDE    Fantasia on “The First Nowell”       Arr: Robert Hughes
WELCOME / JOYS AND CONCERNS

INTROIT

CALL TO WORSHIP 


The days are surely coming, says our God, when joy will break forth and all creation will sing.

We come longing for that joy, hoping for gladness that lifts weary hearts.

In a world burdened and discouraged, God invites us to rejoice and open ourselves to his delight.

We gather to prepare the way of the Lord.

Come, people of God, for the One who promises is faithful.

We worship with joy in our hearts, trusting that Christ is coming.  

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  (in unison)  


Christ, be our light.  Shine in our hearts.  

Shine in your church.  Shine in the world. 

*HYMN       “Joy to the World! The Lord is Come”           #130      

OPENING PRAYER

SCRIPTURES 
       Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 1:46b-55


The Word of the Lord


Thanks be to God.  


ANTHEM  “O Lord, Where Now is Bethlehem?”    David Williams

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                     Jason Lutgen

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY MUSIC  “Coventry Carol”  Arr: Robert J. Hughes

*DOXOLOGY   
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

ANTHEM         “Veni, Come, O Lord”      Douglas E. Wagner

*HYMN              “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                   #132
Scripture
  Matthew 1:18-25

SERMON       “When Love Risks Everything”    Matt Kindberg

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.    

  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is 

  in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

  forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

  against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

  deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

  power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN  "O Little Town of Bethlehem”        #134

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE “I Wonder As I Wander”  Traditional Appalachian

Announcements

Worship Service 10:45am.

Choir Practice Thursday at 7:00pm

Deacons and Trustees meet today.
The 2026 signup sheet for scripture readers is now on the back table.

Board Meeting and Coffee Hour next Sunday.

The Christmas Fund will be collected Dec. 21 and on Christmas Eve.

The poinsettias are $9. Give the money to Diane Nelson.

Remember…It’s that time of year to start thinking about those Annual Reports.

Pastor: Rev. Rick Miller 

Guest Speaker: Matt Kindberg

Organist, Pianist, and Choir Director: Ralph W. Farrar

Scripture Reader: Jason Lutgen

Ushers: Gary Carnes and Carolee Corbitt

The United Church of Christ of Jamestown

70 McKinley Ave.

On Facebook at pilgrimfirstucc.

We extend a Jamestown, NY 14701

(716) 483-9665      Church Office

(716) 969-4826      Pastor’s Cell Phone

Our website is: www.pilgrimmeorialucc.org
Please give a warm welcome to our guests and visitors.
